Sunday, December 17th, 2017
11th Sunday of Luke
A WORD FROM THE FATHERS
A certain monk asked St. Anthony the Great, "What must I do to be saved?" The elder
answered him, "Don't trust in your own righteousness, don't worry about what's past, and
constrain your tongue and your stomach."
THIS WEEK AT ANNUNCIATION CATHEDRAL

MONDAY, DECEMBER 18

ΔΕΥΤΕΡΑ 18 ΔΕΚΕΜΒΡΙΟΥ

10:30 a.m. – Religious Change Exhibit Tour
6:30 p.m. – Holy Unction

10:30 π.μ. – Εκδρομή Φιλοπτώχου
6:30 μ.μ. – Ευχέλαιον

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19

ΤΡΙΤΗ 19 ΔΕΚΕΜΒΡΙΟΥ

5:30 p.m. – Catechism Class
6:00 p.m. – Canned Food Drive
7:00 p.m. – Meeting of the Parish Council

5:30 μ.μ. – Κατήχηση
6:00 μ.μ. – Canned Food Drive
7:00 μ.μ. – Συνάντηση Δ. Συμβουλίου

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21
11:30 a.m. – Feed the Hungry

ΠΕΜΠΤΗ 21 ΔΕΚΕΜΒΡΙΟΥ
11:30 π.μ. – Πρόγραμμα για φτωχούς

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22
7:00 a.m. – Royal Hours

ΠΑΡΑΣΚΕΥΗ 22 ΔΕΚΕΜΒΡΙΟΥ
7:00 π.μ. – Μεγαλαι Ωραι

A NOTE TO VISITORS ABOUT HOLY COMMUNION
We welcome to this celebration those Christians who are not united with us. It is a sad
consequence of the divisions in Christianity that we cannot extend a general invitation to
receive Holy Communion. We thank you, though, for joining us in prayer and invite you to
partake of the blessed bread at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. We also invite you to
join us for fellowship in the church hall after Liturgy.
WHAT IS STEWARDSHIP?
Saint Paul said, in his great Epistle on Stewardship, “He who sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and he who sow bountifully, will also reap bountifully. Each one must do as he
has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful give.”
(2Cor. 9:6-7). Have you made your 2017 Contribution to YOUR Cathedral? It is never too
late to commit yourself to your church! We are so close to reaching our 2017 goal, help us
make it a reality by becoming a steward today!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The children of Annunciation Cathedral will present a brief Christmas Program after the
conclusion of the Divine Liturgy – please join us downstairs afterwards for Coffee Hour
and Fellowship! Coffee Hour this week is sponsored by the Philoptochos Society.
CHRISTMAS FOOD DRIVE
Annunciation Cathedral will host our annual Christmas food drive on Tuesday, December 19th,
at 6pm. Please support this ministry by bringing your canned donations to the Fellowship Hall
Lobby to be packed! All donations will be delivered to local food pantries.
CHRISTMAS TOY DRIVE
The Cathedral is hosting a Toy Drive for the children at Lurie’s Children’s Hospital. Please bring
any new toys you would like to donate to the Cathedral Hall by December 24th and we will deliver
them!
HOLY UNCTION
Please join us Monday, December 18th at 6:30pm for the sacrament of Holy Unction. This
Sacrament is given for the health and well being of soul and body as we prepare to receive our
Lord at his birth – please make every effort to attend so that you may be anointed!
ROYAL HOURS
On Friday of this week a special service, known as the “Royal Hours”, will be celebrated at the
Cathedral. Royal Hours is a combination of the First, Third, Sixth, and Ninth Hours, as well as
Typica, and is celebrated only three times a year: on the Eve of Nativity, the Eve of Theophany,
and on Great and Holy Friday. These days were chosen because they most particularly
demonstrate Christ’s κένωσις (self-emptying) and His Divine Humility. Please plan to join us for
this beautiful, solemn service, as we honor the boundless compassion of Our Lord, who became
a Child for our salvation!
RELIGIOUS CHANGE EXHIBIT AT NEWBERRY LIBRARY
Join our Philoptochos Society for a curated tour of the Newberry Library’s Religious Change and
Print Exhibit on Monday, December 18 at 10:30am. Tickets are $25 and include lunch. RSVP
to Cathy Hareas at cathy.hareas@gmail.com
ABOUT THE CHRISTMAS LENT
We are already nearly through the Nativity Fast! This fast is a time of joyful preparation for our
Lord’s Nativity, and lasts for the 40 days from November 15th until after Liturgy on Christmas
Day. Meat and dairy are not permitted on any of the days of the fast. The Christmas Lent is a
great blessing provided to us by the Church, and is an excellent time to re-center our lives around
our Savior, give a heartfelt confession, and commit ourselves to increased spiritual reading and
prayer. May we all continue in this holy time in the joy of our Lord’s birth and a determination
to love him more.
HOME AND BUSINESS BLESSINGS
After the Feast of Theophany (January 6th), the service of the Agiasmos (Holy Water) is by
tradition chanted within the homes and businesses of the faithful. Fr Stamatios will be available
to bless businesses and homes. If you would like to have your home or business blessed this
season for a fruitful year please contact the Cathedral Office to set up an appropriate time and
date with Fr. Stamati.

TODAY’S READINGS AND HYMNS
ST. PAUL'S LETTER TO THE COLOSSIANS 3:4-11
Brethren, when Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. Put to
death therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness,
which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience. In
these you once walked, when you lived in them. But now put them all away: anger, wrath, malice,
slander, and foul talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old
nature with its practices and have put on the new nature, which is being renewed in knowledge after
the image of its creator. Here there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised,
barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all, and in all.
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST LUKE 14:16-24
The Lord said this parable: "A man once gave a great banquet, and invited many; and at the time of
the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, 'Come; for all is now ready.' But
they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, 'I have bought a field, and I go out and see
it; I pray you, have me excused.' And another said, 'I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I must go to
examine them; I pray you, have me excused.' And another said, 'I have married a wife, and therefore
I cannot come.' So the servant came and reported this to his master. Then the householder in anger
said to his servant, 'Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and
maimed and blind and lame.' And the servant said, 'Sir, what you commanded has been done, and
there is still room.' And the master said to the servant, 'Go out to the highways and hedges, and compel
people to come in, that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of those men who were invited
shall taste my banquet. For many are called, but few are chosen.'"
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN THE THIRD TONE
Let the Heavens rejoice; let earthly things be glad; for the Lord hath wrought might with His arm, He
hath trampled upon death by death. The first-born of the dead hath He become. From the belly of
Hades hath He delivered us, and hath granted great mercy to the world.
Εὐφραινέσθω τὰ οὐράνια, ἀγαλλιάσθω τὰ ἐπίγεια, ὅτι ἐποίησε κράτος, ἐν βραχίονι αὐτοῦ, ὁ Κύριος,
ἐπάτησε τῷ θανάτῳ τὸν θάνατον, πρωτότοκος τῶν νεκρῶν ἐγένετο, ἐκ κοιλίας ᾅδου ἐρρύσατο ἡμᾶς,
καὶ παρέσχε τῷ κόσμῳ τὸ μέγα ἔλεος.
SEASONAL KONTAKION IN THE THIRD TONE
On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to God the Word ineffably, Who was before
all the ages. Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing the gladsome tidings; with the Angels and the
shepherds now glorify Him Who is willing to be gazed on as a young Child Who before the ages is
God.
Ἡ Παρθένος σήμερον, τὸν Προαιώνιον Λόγον, ἐν Σπηλαίῳ ἔρχεται, ἀποτεκεῖν ἀπορρήτως. Χόρευε
ἡ οἰκουμένη ἀκουτισθεῖσα, δόξασον μετὰ Ἀγγέλων καὶ τῶν Ποιμένων, βουληθέντα ἐποφθῆναι,
παιδίον νέον, τὸν πρὸ αἰώνων Θεόν.
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WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
Welcome to Annunciation Cathedral! We are glad you came, and we hope your
visit was memorable and meaningful in every way. Our doors and hearts are
always open to you. Please join us for fellowship following the liturgy and visit
with our Clergy and with members of our parish council. They will answer
questions you may have and provide you with information regarding the
programs we offer.

